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Figure 1 – Share of people born in focus countries living in each state/territory

 
Note: Percentages are based on total person counts for each country of birth. "Other territories" category is not shown. Value 
labels of less than 3% have been suppressed to improve legibility. Cell counts in source data have been randomly adjusted. Sums 
of counts and percentages may not add up to totals. No reliance should be placed on small values. Person counts are based on 
place of usual residence. China excludes SARs and Taiwan.
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing, 2021, TableBuilder

Demographics
The Chinese, Indian, Iraqi, Nepali, Pakistani
and Filipino migrant populations are all heavily 
concentrated in prime working ages (between
25 and 44 years; Figure 2). Overall, the 
Nepali population has the youngest age structure, 
with large cohorts of 20-to-29-year-olds, while
the Iraqi population is fairly evenly distributed 
between the ages of 25 and 59 years.

Gender distributions vary, with the Chinese and 
Filipino migrant populations skewing female, and 
the Pakistani, Indian and Nepali populations 
skewing male. The Nepali population skews
towards male between the ages of 15 and 54 
years, except for the age group of 25-to-29-year-
olds (who are more commonly female). Across all 
six populations, the cohorts that arrived in or 
after 2016 tend to be younger than those who 
arrived before 2016. The differences between
cohorts are particularly pronounced for the 
Nepali and the Pakistani populations.
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Figure 9 –  Sense of belonging by birthplace and gender
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Note: Domain scores are based on the redeveloped Scanlon Index of Social Cohesion and weighted to be representative of 
Australian adult population.  
Source: Scanlon Foundation Research Institute, Mapping Social Cohesion survey, 2025 

Patterns of belonging tended to follow a similar trend, regardless of whether the respondent was born 
in Australia, overseas or in one of the focus countries of this study. In general, younger people tended 
to experience a lesser sense of belonging than those in the older age cohorts, with those aged 65 years 
or older tending to experience the highest sense of belonging relative to the other age cohorts from the 
same place of birth (Figure 10).

Figure 10 – Sense of belonging by birthplace and age
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Note: Domain scores are based on the redeveloped Scanlon Index of Social Cohesion and weighted to be representative of 
Australian adult population.   
Source: Scanlon Foundation Research Institute, Mapping Social Cohesion survey, 2025 
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